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were each and all schools, not only for the active politician, but 
also for instruction of the people at large in political knowledge. 
With what effect and how salutary was this political education 
of the people, the best evidence and proof is shown in the men 
chosen as leaders in this great crisis. Despite ignorant slurs on the 
education of that day, that people knew how to recognise a hero, to 
follow and obey him, and the hero knew the strength of the force behind 
him. Amid such a people and their heroes the demagogue stood small 
chance. Samples of his tribe were extant and sometimes blatant, but 
soon suppressed to their natural obscurity. Of them and their plans " of 
jarring and unntelligible ingredients," George Mason wrote in 1776 
that they could be prevented only by a few men of integrity and ability 
who would undertake the business and defend it through every stage of 
opposition. And in 1778 he denied that the revolution was of a junto 
of ambituous men. "On the contrary, nothing has been done without 
the approbation of the people, who have indeed outrun their leaders, so 
that no capital measure has been adopted until they called loudly for it. 
Mr. Lingley's final chapter is a brief, but excellent, summary ou the 
revision of the Laws and the struggle for religious freedom. His whole 
work is well worthy the attention of readers interested in Virginia his- 
tory. The study is one of the series edited by the faculty of political 
science of Columbia University, New York. 

C. P. 

Institutional History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Cen- 
tury. An Inquiry into the Religious, Moral, Educa- 
tional, Legal, Military, and Political Condition of the 
People Based on Original and Contemporaneous Records. 
By Philip Alexander Bruce, LL. D. Author of "Economic His- 
tory of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century," " Social Life of Vir- 
ginia in the Seventeent Century," [&c, &c] G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, New York and London, 1910. 2 vols: xiii, 707 ; v, 697, with 
full index. 

Dr. Bruce has added greatly to the obligations which those who love 
to read and learn about the beginnings of our country already rest under 
to him, by the publication of his Institutional History of Virginia. 
Because he was the fittest man for the purpose he has written the 
fittest book. His "Economic History" and his "Social Life in Vir- 
ginia in the Seventeenth Century " leave but little to be said of that 
period, except of the Colonial Institutions. On this subject he seems 
to have written the last word. 

Having already, in the preparation of previous publications, exhausted 
the sources of research in Virginia, he has spent years in the examina- 
tion of original documents deposited in the Public Record Office in 
London and in Fulham and Lambeth Palaces and in other places of im- 
portance in England. But in the preparation of this great book he has 
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also again, with endless labor and most minute detail, searched every 
literary nook and corner of his own country to discover and expose the 
last record and incident of interest calculated to throw light upon the 
subject of his investigations. 

The plan of the book affords a vastly better method of instruction and 
a far more comprehensive body of information than could be furnished 
by the ordinary narrative style— the chronological and monotonous story 
of political events, of wars and kings, or the rise or fall of individuals, 
many of whom have simply thrust their faces into the moving picture of 
historic periods, when but little, or not all, responsible for the great 
events which made these periods illustrious. This book is a story of 
conditions, in which individuals cut no figure. 

Dr. Bruce takes from the material gathered by him with such industry 
the facts which tell of the religion, the morals, the education, the books, 
the laws, the courts, the lawyers, the legislature, the military system (it 
system it could be called), the government, political conditions, public 
finance, the officials and their functions, the exact relations of the colony 
to England, the modes of taxation, and the many other interesting and 
important institutional features of the colony in that time. These he 
makes clear with an exactness and lucidity which only a lover of inves- 
tigation and a man full to the brim of information could ever attain to. 

Letters, wills, tomb-stones, church walls, the fly leaves of books, 
county records, manuscripts, family Bibles, sermons, journals and 
diaries, fugitive prints or rare writings, legislative enactments, quaint 
old books, parish minutes, besides standard histories and contemporary 
narratives, are all made to contribute to the wealth of information 
which these two volumes of more than 600 pages each contain. It is 
hardly possible that there can ever be a more illuminating history ot 
Virginia in its first colonial century, and the comprehensive fullness of 
the book leaves no room for further need of other works of reference 
for that period. 

The e-rly history of no country is more instructive than that of the 
English Colonies in America, and no part of that history near so inte- 
resting as the story of the Colony on the James. Even Mr. Lodge has 
proved this, partial and prejudiced as he is in his history. 

Of the eighteenth century, both before and after the Revolution, much 
has been written, but much more yet remains to be adequately told. 
Fiske's delightful "Critical Period" covers much of the ground, and the 
recent publication of Dr. Eckenrode's " Separation of Church and State 
in Virginia " just serves to whet the appetite for more. 

It will, indeed, be a happy day for lovers of those old times if ever 
Dr. Bruce shall take in hand the last century of colonial life, and, in part, 
the first of Statehood, and do for that time what he has so splendidly 
accomplished for the Seventeenth century of our history. 

R. T. B. 



